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Water is essential for economic growth, human health, and the environment. Yet governments around the 
world face significant challenges in managing their water resources effectively. The problems are multiple and 
complex: billions of people are still without access to safe water and adequate sanitation; competition for water 
is increasing among the different uses and users; and major investment is required to maintain and improve 
water infrastructure in OECD and non-OECD countries. This OECD series on water provides policy analysis 
and guidance on the economic, financial and governance aspects of water resources management. These 
aspects generally lie at the heart of the water problem and hold the key to unlocking the policy puzzle.
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Consult this publication on line at http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264202405-en.

This work is published on the OECD iLibrary, which gathers all OECD books, periodicals and statistical databases.
Visit www.oecd-ilibrary.org for more information.


