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Diameter of Type of Particle Settling time
Particle through 1 m. of
water

10mm Gravel 1 seconds
Imm Sand 10 seconds
0.1mm Fine Sand 2 minutes
10 micron Protozoa, Algae, Clay 2 hours

1 micron Bacteria, Algae 8 days

0.1 micron Viruses, Colloids ) years

10 nm Viruses, Colloids 20 years

1 nm Viruses, Colloids 200 years

Settling Time for Particles of Various Diameters;
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